






Resilience: Exercising our Voices & 
Standing up in Solidarity

⚫ “Hearing the Native voice, having a Native person step forward, and put out front ... 
the issues, and talk about the issues, which concern not only the Native American 
community, but the community in general. I was talking about water and how sacred 
the water is… There's strength in numbers and with more voices…. the trick is 
turning the anger into determination. It's not always easy”….



Affecting Change: Community 
Responsibility & Traditional Ways of 

Imparting Knowledge
⚫ Although Indigenous peoples’ resilience is threatened by their 

vulnerability to the negative effects of (social and) climate 
change, often they have been able to adapt to these changes by 
the continued practice of traditional knowledge, often encoded in 
indigenous languages and passed between generations (United Nations, 

2022).

⚫ Need for continued local support from local, state, and national 
leadership… Over the last 20 years, Indigenous Peoples’ rights 
have been increasingly recognized through the adoption of 
international instruments and mechanisms, such as the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2007, the American Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2016, AND 23 ratifications of the 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention from 1991  (The World Bank, 

2021).



Affecting Change: Community Responsibility & 
Traditional Ways of Imparting Knowledge

⚫ “I think as native people, the value of our traditions and our ways of doing things, 
and what people (have) worked really hard to preserve (is very important). I think it 
shows that as a community we have to support each other better and be more 
involved with each other, because it does definitely take a community to do a lot of 
things. You know, like in a family, everybody has their role and we have to support 
each other in those roles”….



Affecting Change: Community Responsibility & 
Traditional Ways of Imparting Knowledge

⚫ “My favorite thing about native people in my community is the caring for others; communal 
aspect versus individualism. That is what I like.  I see community, I see people coming together 
in a common purpose to take care of one another.  I think (this) relates well to our lives and 
shows us the right way to do things, to support one another to work together in common good 
for everybody. It also shows us, as native people, the value of our traditions and our ways of 
doing things, and what people (have) worked really hard to preserve.  I think it shows that as a 
community we have to support each other better and be more involved with each other, 
because it does definitely take a community to do a lot of things. 



What is Happening in Your Backyard!

⚫ UMD Land Acknowledgment location on traditional, ancestral, and 
contemporary lands of Indigenous peoples: https://about.d.umn.edu/campus-history/land

⚫ Cultural resilience: A perspective grounded in community control and 
cultural context: https://shelterforce.org/2020/08/18/30926_connecting_climate_and_cultural_resiliency/

⚫ Raising Awareness & Building Momentum

⚫ Local change resources in Duluth:

⚫ American Indian Community Housing (AICHO)

⚫ Gimaajii Mino-Bimaadizimin (Housing & Community Center)

⚫ Mending the Sacred Hoop

⚫ American Indian Education (Duluth Public Schools)

⚫ The Indigenous Commission works to   
ensure that the views of the Indigenous 
Community are incorporated in the 
decision-making, future planning, and 
stewardship of the city of Duluth

https://about.d.umn.edu/campus-history/land
https://shelterforce.org/2020/08/18/30926_connecting_climate_and_cultural_resiliency/
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Miigwetch!

Questions/Discussion


